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Verbal frame

Promotion

Explanation

Clarification

Contextualize for exhibition

A general introduction to your work, 
a body of work, or a specific project.

Writing an artist’s statement can be 
a good way to clarify your own 
ideas about your work.

A gallery dealer, curator, docent, or 
the public can have access to your 
description of your work, in your 
own words. This can be good for a 
reviewer as well.

Useful in writing a proposal for an 
exhibition or project.

It is often required when applying 
for funding.

It is often required when applying to 
graduate school.

•The title provides you the first clue 
to meaning of the work.

•Titles are chosen by the artist 
(excluding antiquities).

•Titles can be intentionally leading 
or misleading.

Titles LablesCatalogs

The Physical Impossibility of Death 
in the Mind of Someone Living
by Damien Hirst 

the "idea of visual art purged of 
words" developed partly as a 
reaction against the elaborate 
anecdotal titles favored by many 
Victorian painters. Formalists such 
as Clive Bell and Roger Fry [2] 
would have argued that titles should 
function simply as identification 
tags, not as sources of meaning for 
the viewer

titles are a significant contextual 
factor in the viewing of artworks and 
that different kinds of titles engage 
the viewer in different way


